Guidance Notes for Applications for Funding under Measure 16 of the Rural
Development Programme 2014-2020 sub-measures:
16.2 – support for pilot projects, and for the development of new products, practices,
processes and technologies
16.4 – support for horizontal and vertical co-operation among supply chain actors for the
establishment and development of short supply chains and local markets, and for
promotion activities in a local context relating to the development of short supply chains
and local markets
16.6 - support for cooperation among supply chain actors for sustainable provision of
biomass for use in food and energy production and industrial processes

Version No: 1.2 – 19th July 2019

MANAGING AUTHORITY (EAFRD)
Funds and Programmes Division, Triq il-Kukkanja,
Santa Venera (Malta), SVR 1411
Telephone: (+)356 2200 1108
Email: rdd.meaim@gov.mt

Contents
1.0 Definitions............................................................................................................................ 6
2.0 Introduction ........................................................................................................................... 9
3.0 Authorities ........................................................................................................................... 9
4.0 Objectives and scope ............................................................................................................ 9
4.1

Measure 16 – Co-operation ............................................................................................... 9
4.1.1 Forms of co-operation ......................................................................................................... 10
4.1.2 Types of operations.............................................................................................................. 11
4.1.3 Forms of innovation ............................................................................................................. 11

4.2

Sub-measure 16.2 – Pilot projects.................................................................................... 11

4.3

Sub-measure 16.4 – Local markets................................................................................... 12

4.4

Sub-measure 16.6 – Provision of biomass ........................................................................ 13

5.0 Rural development policy ................................................................................................... 13
5.1

Contribution to the needs of the Malta RDP .................................................................... 13

5.2

Contribution to the focus areas of the Malta RDP ............................................................ 15

5.3 Contribution to cross cutting objectives ................................................................................ 16
5.4

Complementarity and demarcation with other measures ................................................. 17

6.0 Duration ............................................................................................................................. 17
7.0 Budget ............................................................................................................................... 17
8.0 Maximum Grant Value and Aid Intensity ............................................................................. 18
9.0 Implementation.................................................................................................................. 18
10.0 Calls Procedure ................................................................................................................... 18
11.0 Regulatory Framework ....................................................................................................... 18
12.0 Eligibility conditions ........................................................................................................... 20
12.1

General eligibility conditions ........................................................................................... 20

12.2

Measure-specific eligibility conditions ............................................................................. 20

12.3

Eligible applicants .......................................................................................................... 20

12.4

12.3.1

EIP Operational groups ................................................................................................. 22

12.3.2

Co-operating groups ..................................................................................................... 22

12.3.3

Individual actors ............................................................................................................ 22

Eligible costs .................................................................................................................. 23
12.4.1

Running costs of the co-operation................................................................................ 23

12.4.2

Direct costs of specific planned projects ...................................................................... 23
2

12.5

Requirement for a project plan ....................................................................................... 24

13.0 Applications ....................................................................................................................... 25
13.1

Content of the applications ............................................................................................. 25

13.2

Supporting documents to the Application ........................................................................ 26
13.2.1

Supporting documentation concerning the applicant .................................................. 26

13.2.2

Supporting documentation concerning the innovative idea ........................................ 28

13.2.3

Supporting documentation concerning the project ..................................................... 28

14.0 Application process ............................................................................................................ 29
14.1

Submission of Applications.............................................................................................. 29

14.2

Receipt of Applications ................................................................................................... 29

14.3

Acknowledgement .......................................................................................................... 30

15.0 Assessment and selection ................................................................................................... 30
15.1

Validation of applications................................................................................................ 30

15.2

Assessment of Applications ............................................................................................. 30

15.3

Unsuccessful applicants .................................................................................................. 31

15.4

Appeals .......................................................................................................................... 31

15.5

Letter of Acceptance ....................................................................................................... 31

15.6

Grant Agreement ............................................................................................................ 31

15.7

Changes .......................................................................................................................... 31

16.0 Eligibility Criteria ................................................................................................................ 31
16.1

General Eligibility Criteria ................................................................................................ 32

16.2

Measure-Specific Eligibility Criteria.................................................................................. 32

17.0 Selection criteria................................................................................................................. 32
17.1

General Selection Criteria................................................................................................ 33

17.2

Measure-specific selection criteria .................................................................................. 35

18.0 Contractual Obligations ...................................................................................................... 35
18.1

Durability of Investment ................................................................................................. 35

18.2

Documentation ............................................................................................................... 36

18.3

Public procurement......................................................................................................... 36

18.4

Controls and Penalties .................................................................................................... 36
18.4.1

Administrative checks on support applications ............................................................ 36

18.4.2

Administrative checks on payment claims.................................................................... 37

18.4.3

In situ visits.................................................................................................................... 39
3

18.4.4

On-the-spot checks ....................................................................................................... 39

18.4.5

Timing of on-the-spot checks........................................................................................ 40

18.4.6

Ex-post checks ............................................................................................................... 40

18.5

Publicity Obligations ....................................................................................................... 40

18.6

Force majeure ................................................................................................................. 40

19.0 Compliance with Community Policy .................................................................................... 41
19.1

General Principles ........................................................................................................... 41

19.2

Public Procurement ......................................................................................................... 41

19.3

Equal Opportunities and Non-discrimination ..................................................................... 41

19.4

Sustainable Development ................................................................................................ 41

20.0 Data Policy ......................................................................................................................... 42
20.1

Data Protection .............................................................................................................. 42

20.2

Transparency .................................................................................................................. 42

20.3

Monitoring and Evaluation .............................................................................................. 42

21.0 Contact Details ................................................................................................................... 43

4

The Managing Authority reserves the right, in particular on the basis of approval
or direction by the European Commission, to amend from time to time certain
provisions established by this guidance document.
Such amendments may become applicable and enforced retrospectively.
In case of any conflicts between these guidelines and the text of the Rural
Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020 and other legislative text, the
interpretation given by the RDP and relevant legislation will be given priority.
The English version will be the legally binding text.
The Managing Authority also reserves the right to request additional
information not included in this Guidance Document.
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1.0 Definitions
Actors: Members of a partnership who come together to form a co-operation group and to
carry out a joint project. Each actor has competences and experiences that add value to the
group.
Agricultural and Rural Paying Agency (ARPA): The Agricultural and Rural Payments Agency
within the Ministry for Sustainable Development, Environment and Climate Change is the Paying
Agency.
Biomass: for the purpose of this measure, biomass refers to the biodegradable fraction of
products, waste and residues of biological origin from agriculture (including vegetal and animal
substances).
Checks and controls: Provide a means of verification that the investment operation complies
with, and is in conformity to, the relevant rules and regulations.
Co-operation: A joint activity, involving more than one actor, who each bring their value to the
co-operation, and contribute towards the innovative solution.
Co-ordination: The act of organising the set-up of the operational group. In the context of EIP
projects, a co-ordinator would have the role to ‘run’ the project, and the salary can be
considered as running costs arising from the act of co-ordinating the project.
Cost-effectiveness analysis: Compares the costs and effects of an intervention to assess the
extent to which i t can be regarded as providing value for money.
Demonstration projects: This refers to the demonstration of new technologies etc. where the
demonstration activity is the final part of the process of testing and/or validating a technology, process
etc.
Development: The process by which a new process, technology, or product is tested and validated.
This usually refers to the experimental stages of an innovation.
Dissemination: This is the act of transmitting information about the joint innovative action to the
community of stakeholders, including producers in the EU, especially through the EIP network and
infrastructure. The detailed operational programme of the OG must include a dissemination plan. OGs
may be required to include milestones for dissemination, e.g. divulgation sheets at specified interim
periods. The MA may also organise thematic seminars for the dissemination of project results, and
dedicated knowledge transfer activities and events.
Durability of investments: In accordance to Article 71 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, financial
support provided for an operation comprising a productive investment must be repaid if, within five
years, or, in the case of SME’s, three years, of the final payment to the beneficiary, the operation is
subject to either a cessation or relocation or a substantial change affecting its nature, etc.
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EAFRD: European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.
EAFRD regulation: Council Regulation (EC) No 1305/2013 of 17 December 2013 on support for
rural development by the EAFRD.
Effectiveness: The extent to which an action achieves the objectives set.
Efficiency: Achieving the best relationship between effectiveness and costs.
Eligibility criteria: These are the criteria used by the Managing Authority for funds to evaluate the
application request in terms of whether it fulfils basic eligibility conditions, in other words, whether
the request is to be considered for funding.
Evaluation: A periodic collection and analysis of evidence to form conclusions on the
effectiveness and efficiency of interventions.
Farmer: A primary producer involved in the primary production of Annex I products, with the
exclusion of forestry.
Grant Agreement: An agreement signed between the MA and the selected applicant (beneficiary)
containing provisions and conditions related to the particular support.
Innovation: An idea that can be put into practice with success; an idea that has value because of
its usefulness.
Local market: any market set up within a radius of not more than 25 km from the place of origin
of the produce.
Managing Authority: A national or regional body designated by a Member State to manage a
rural development programme.
Measure: An aid scheme for implementing a policy. Each measure sets out specific rules to be
complied with by the projects or actions that can be financed.
Monitoring: Regular examination of the resources, outputs and results of interventions.
Pilot projects: The term pilot projects is widely understood as referring to a test project. A pilot project
can of course form part of a larger process of development.
Project Selection Committee (PSC): An independent Committee that assesses and ranks applications.
Project Selection Appeals Board (PSAB): An independent Committee that assesses any submissions
of appeals.
Promotion: Refers to direct costs of sub-contracting/engaging third party marketing services providers
in association with promotion activities related to short supply chains and local markets.
Results: The direct effects or changes that arise due to the intervention.
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Research and Knowledge-dissemination organisation is an entity (such as universities or research
institutes, technology transfer agencies, innovation intermediaries, research-oriented physical or
virtual collaborative entities), irrespective of its legal status (organised under public or private law) or
way of financing, whose primary goal is to independently conduct fundamental research, industrial
research or experimental development or to widely disseminate the results of such activities by way
of teaching, publication or knowledge transfer. Where such entity also pursues economic activities
the financing, the costs and the revenues of those economic activities must be accounted for
separately. Undertakings that can exert a decisive influence upon such an entity, in the quality of, for
example, shareholders or members, may not enjoy preferential access to the results generated by it.
Running costs: The running costs in question are not all running costs of the project, but rather the
running costs arising from the act of co-operation. A good example would be the salary of a coordinator.
Rural development programme (RDP): A document prepared by a Member State or region, and
approved by the Commission, to plan and monitor the implementation of the rural development
policy.
Selection criteria: These are the criteria used by the Managing Authority to rank and select
applications for funding that have been considered as eligible (see eligibility criteria), in the overall
process of evaluation and assessment of requests for funding.
Setting up: This is the process by which the operational group comes together and sets up/establishes
a legally valid formation and an operational activity.
Short supply chain: A short supply chain is one involving no more than one intermediary between
farmer and consumer. An intermediary in this context is an entity which buys the product from the
farmer for the purpose of selling it on.
Studies: For the purpose of the co-operation measure, the term ‘studies’ has a broad definition, and
includes any preparatory investigations and plans that are needed for the successful operation of the
innovative co-operative project. Research studies are not included.
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2.0 Introduction
These Guidance Notes are intended to assist Applicants understand the requirements for requesting
and receiving funding support under the following sub-measures of Measure 16 – Co-operation - of
the Rural Development Programme for Malta 2014-2020:





16.2 – ‘Support for pilot projects, and for the development of new products, practices,
processes and technologies’ (hereafter referred to as Support for Pilot Projects);
16.4 – ‘Support for horizontal and vertical co-operation among supply chain actors for the
establishment and development of short supply chains and local markets, and for promotion
activities in a local context relating to the development of short supply chains and local
markets’ (hereafter referred to as Support for Local Markets);
16.6 – ‘Support for cooperation among supply chain actors for sustainable provision of
biomass for use in food and energy production and industrial processes’ (hereafter referred
to as Support for Provision of Biomass).

Applicants are advised to familiarise themselves with these Guidance Notes prior to filling in and
preparing the Application. The Guidance Notes, Application Form and all Annexes and other
documentation are available at http://www.eufunds.gov.mt
Applicants are reminded to check that they referred to the latest guidance notes as available on the
website, and that they have filled in the latest available version of the application form that is available
for download from the website. Only the latest version available at the time of application will be
accepted.

3.0 Authorities
The Funds and Programmes Division (FPD) within the Ministry for European Affairs and Equality
(MEAE) is the Managing Authority (MA) responsible for managing the measures of the European
Agricultural and Rural Development Fund (EAFRD) in accordance to the Rural Development
Programme (RDP) for Malta for the 2014 – 2020 programming period.
The Paying Agency (PA) is the Agricultural and Rural Payments Agency (ARPA) within the Ministry for
the Environment, Sustainable Development and Climate Change (MESDC).

4.0 Objectives and scope
4.1

Measure 16 – Co-operation

The co-operation measure (Measure 16) of the rural development policy supports new or
innovative joint activity by assisting operators in working together to overcome disadvantages
faced in rural areas (fragmentation, communication, economies of scale, and difficulties of
integration). The Co-operation measure offers support that can be used to make new things
happen rather than used to support joint activities which are already taking place. The measure
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could also be used to support an existing group of co-operating entities in undertaking a new joint
project.
For Malta, the co-operation measure offers support for groups, partnerships and cooperative
activities to assist in the achievement of a wide range of RDP objectives. Given the very small-scale
nature of farms, the large-scale nature of many of Malta’s needs (e.g. in water management and
market development) and the difficulties of undertaking cooperation activities in Malta (as a result
of previous negative experiences, and a culture of distrust among rural stakeholders) this measure
is an essential component of the RDP. Support for cooperation will help to encourage the formation
of partnerships that will be necessary to undertake improvements in environmental quality, supply
chain efficiencies, and sustainable energy, water and waste management.

4.1.1 Forms of co-operation
The essence of the co-operation measure is that it is about supporting entities to work together.
The fundamental rule is that there needs to be two entities or more. In line with Reg. 1305 Article
35 (3) Para.2, single actors can also be supported. A group can take one of two forms:
Operational groups (OGs) within the framework of the European Innovation Partnership for
Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability (EIP): These operational groups are the means via which
the EIP becomes operational, and are meant to bring together innovation actors such as farmers,
research and knowledge-dissemination organisations and public service/entities, to advance
innovation in the agricultural sector. An operational group is meant to be "operational" and tackle
a certain (practical) problem or opportunity that may lead to an innovative solution. In this sense,
an EIP OG is defined more by what it does rather than by who it is.
In addition, there are certain requirements that OGs must adhere to, as follows:
1
2

3

They must establish internal procedures to ensure transparency in their operation and
decision-making, and avoid conflicts of interest;
They must draw up a plan containing:
a) a description of their innovative project;
b) a description of the expected results;
They must widely disseminate the results of their project on a non-exclusive and nondiscriminatory basis, especially through the EIP.

Co-operation groups (CGs): These groups do not form part of the EIP framework, and shall not
benefit from the actions of the EIP network, nor Horizon 2020 or Horizon Europe projects under
the multi-actor approach. For co-operation groups, dissemination is equally obligatory according
to Art 35(4).
Single actors (SA): These are individual actors that are eligible for support under the co-operation
measure in line with the provisions of Reg. 1305 Article 35 (3) Para.2. For single actors,
dissemination is equally obligatory, according to Art 35(4).
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4.1.2 Types of operations
The co-operation measure offers support for the development of an idea from initial ideas, including
the testing of the feasibility of the idea, and the evaluation of the opportunity resulting from that idea;
and for project implementation.

4.1.3 Forms of innovation
Innovation is best described as an idea put into practice with success. This can also be interpreted
as an idea that has value because of its usefulness. The innovation may be:
1. Technological, but also non-technological, i.e. it can be organisational or social;
2. Based on new but also on traditional practices in a new geographical or environmental
context. This means that for example, the idea is to test the suitability of a practice for the
context of the Maltese islands, or to test the suitability of a practice in a new set of
environmental conditions, including the micro-climate, soil, terrain, etc.
3. A new product, practice, service, production process or a new way of organising things,
etc.

4.2

Sub-measure 16.2 – Pilot projects

Sub-measure 16.2 – support for pilot projects, and for the development of new products, practices,
processes and technologies – is intended to support various types of co-operative activity that
involves testing and development. This measure is intended to provide support for the testing of
new technologies before they can become widely available. It also supports single actors who work
to introduce new processes and technologies that can provide solutions to these problems. There
are two types of activities that can be supported here:
1. Pilot projects and other experimental development: This refers to pilot projects and the
development of new products, practices, processes and technologies in the agriculture
sector. In this type of co-operative activity, the term pilot projects is widely understood as
referring to a test project. A pilot project can of course form part of a larger process of
development. The word practices may refer, inter alia, to farming practices, e.g. crop
rotation, soil management, or buffer strip maintenance, etc. This means that this measure
can support the development of techniques and methods which are essentially adaptations
of existing technologies etc. to situations where they are not currently used.
2. Demonstration projects: The co-operation measure supports the demonstration of new
technologies etc. where the demonstration activity is the final part of the process of testing
and/or validating a technology, process etc. This means that the co-operation measure
does not support demonstration activities that simply raise awareness of technologies,
techniques which are already operational and available.
The project ideas that are to be tested shall result in solutions that are innovative, e.g. the
identification of new techniques, adoption of new technologies, processes, development of new
products or establishment of scientific baselines that can assist the farming community to improve
efficiency, reduce impact on the environment and become more resilient to climate change
phenomena, etc. Projects supported under this measure must contribute to one of the 5 needs
identified in the Malta RDP through the wide stakeholder consultation and SWOT analysis.
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The most relevant areas for this type of activity in the Malta RDP are co-operation to pilot or
experiment with practices to increase efficiency of input use (fertilisers, manures, pesticides,
fodder crops for nutrition, water); practices to enhance product quality through better handling
and storage; and practices to develop new varieties of, and new production systems for, crops and
livestock better able to cope with Malta’s natural constraints, in the face of anticipated climate
change. Under these operation pilot projects involving specialised techniques, technologies and
expertise will be allowed compared to more simple projects supported under Article 14. These
might involve the purchasing of specialised laboratory equipment, the engagement of local or
foreign research teams and expertise.

4.3

Sub-measure 16.4 – Local markets

Sub-measure 16.4 provides support for horizontal and vertical co-operation among supply chain
actors for the establishment and development of short supply chains and local markets, and for
promotion activities in a local context relating to the development of short supply chains and local
markets. Support is aimed at finding innovative solutions in short supply chains and local markets
and is limited to supply chains which are short and markets which are local, meaning t hat support
does not cover the development of quite standard supply chains and markets.
A short supply chain is one involving no more than one intermediary between farmer and
consumer. An intermediary is an entity which buys the product from the farmer for the purpose of
selling it on. A retailer would therefore be an intermediary. A processor would also be an
intermediary if it bought the product from the farmer and thereby took control of it for the purpose
of selling it. In the case that the farmer is simply delegating the service of processing to the
processor, but ultimately sells the product himself, then the processor is not an intermediary in
the supply chain, but rather a service provider.
In many cases, local markets will be based solely on short supply chains. The Malta RDP defines a
local market as any market set up within a radius of not more than 25 km from the place of origin
of the produce. The co-operation measure also supports promotion where this relates to the short
supply chain or local market in question in its entirety, not a restricted number of individual
products issuing from it. In other words, this means that any supported promotional material or
activity would make potential customers aware that the short supply chain or local ma rket in
question existed and would communicate the benefits of purchasing via this route. Promotion is
only supported if it is part of a project clearly developing the supply chain or market.
For Malta, cooperation was identified in the SWOT and needs analysis as a key requirement to
support primary producers in developing quality assurance and improving returns to agriculture
through alternative forms of marketing and shorter supply chains. In Malta the distances between
producer and consumer are short yet the fresh produce wholesale market provides limited returns
to primary producers and lacks traceability. Both fresh produce and livestock producers would
benefit from developing closer and more direct links between producer and consumer in order to
realise the potential for Maltese products. Due to the small size of many producers, economies of
scale and market efficiencies will only be gained through collaborative and co-operative actions.
This applies not just to horizontal linkages to create efficiency of supply and scale, but also to
vertical partnerships in supply chains, to engage in promotion and marketing of existing and new
12

products. Support will be provided to establish and manage new groups of producers, processors
and suppliers working together in short supply chains and local markets.

4.4

Sub-measure 16.6 – Provision of biomass

Sub-measure 16.6 provides support for cooperation among supply chain actors for sustainable
provision of biomass for use in food and energy production and industrial processes. This means
that the scope of support in this type of activity is for the provision of biomass rather than for the
production. The intention here is to help farmers to work together to organise the supply of
biomass resulting from the production decisions which they take anyway. In the case of biomass
that is used in food production, this includes both the biomass which becomes part of the food
itself, and any other biomass that may be used to facilitate the production process in some way –
biomass that is incorporated into food and biomass that is used for other non-food uses, e.g.
generation of energy.
For Malta, these provisions offer support for partnerships and joint projects in favour of the
provision of sustainable biomass (principally livestock manures but also crop residues and other
organic livestock waste materials) particularly where those projects are relatively complex
(especially involving multiple activities and participants, and perhaps collective investments). This
operation will provide grants to farmers’ costs of running for new biomass supply groups to help
them to work together to organise the supply of biomass in appropriate quantities and consistently
to anaerobic digestion facilities and operators, as well as the process by which production decisions
related to anaerobic digestion of waste are to be taken. This operation will also support facilitation
and organisation including other stakeholders such as processors or SMEs that might also
contribute to such provision.
In order to achieve such objectives, cooperative actions linking a wide range of stakeholders will
be required (including, farmers, research and knowledge-dissemination organisations public
service/entities).

5.0 Rural development policy
5.1

Contribution to the needs of the Malta RDP

The co-operation measure has been programmed to contribute to the main themes and priorities
identified in the Malta RDP (the 5 Malta needs), as follows.
1. Water, Wastes and Energy: A territorial approach based on individual valleys, valley subcatchments or protected areas (such as Natura 2000, Special Areas of Conservation, etc)
would be most appropriate in ensuring most efficient and effective management of local
resources of soils and water, in particular. In terms of their size, environmental and ecological
needs, and agricultural cohesiveness, such areas offer scope to target a wide range of support
at priority actions spatially for maximum impact, thus making the limited resources more
effective. Actions focusing on specific areas will require collaborative review, planning and
agreement amongst farmers, land managers, local councils and other stakeholders. In turn,
this process of working together will also enable farmers and other stakeholders in an area to
13

have a stronger voice in expressing their needs to government agencies. Such area-based,
ecological management approaches are also likely to be cost-effective in terms of avoiding
duplication of effort for infrastructure and planning, while providing synergy with Malta’s
Water Catchment Management Plan and Natura 2000 Management Plans and/or
Conservation Orders. This measure can be used to establish collaborative approaches
involving farmers and relevant local and national authorities for managing these areas and
then enable these partnerships to appoint advisors to work with farmers to co-ordinate and
plan action over the programme period. In due course, the partnerships and their advisors will
also be involved in helping farmers to apply individually or collectively for agri-environmentclimate measures, as well as investment aids for appropriate infrastructure (e.g. reservoirs,
pipes, terraces), where required. In the field of renewable energy generation, support to
enable livestock producers to collaborate in order to plan and establish shared bio digester
facilities for the use of manures to generate power would also be highly relevant to achieving
successful projects of this kind.
2. Maltese Quality Produce: Building and maintaining a reputation for quality produce in Malta
requires much stronger partnership work across the supply chain, between primary
producers, processors, retailers, and distributors. New partnerships and co-operative action
are needed to ensure traceability and quality assurance, develop direct sales and other forms
of short supply chains, and also to support activities that can add value to local produce, and
develop new products. Cooperation in this area may include the following:
 Traceability and quality: new strategic groups bringing together farmer representatives
(co-operatives, Producer Groups) to plan action; such as seeking funding for the
development of quality labels, organising testing & laboratory services, fostering
innovation and market research into storage, packing & distribution needs.
 Marketing and promotion: creation of new alliances for product identity, funding for
promotion & brands, new links to retailers / catering and hospitality, development of
direct sales such as expansion of farmers markets, new forms of direct sales, and improved
data on sales, distribution, and consumer attitudes and desires.
 Groups to organise the provision and sharing of facilities among small operators (e.g.
storage, washing, packaging, processing, and distribution).
 Creation of alliances between researchers, producers and processors for new product
development.
Most of the POs are currently perceived as not operating effectively due to their very small
size and weak capacity. More collaboration within and between producer organisations was
seen as a means of increasing influence over decisions that affect the agricultural sector.
3. Sustainable livestock: Cooperation in this area is expected to focus on the following needs:
• Improving production efficiency - helping key sector co-operatives to work with other
experts to provide advice to producers, for example, by adoption or piloting new
technologies or techniques to enable cutting costs, improving performance, and ensuring
targeted investment where the impact is greatest.
• Encouraging new co-operation e.g. sheep & goat sector, poultry, rabbits.
• Enhancing the quality & value of Maltese forage: setting up a network to promote good
practice (e.g. building upon the interest already expressed by Gozitan dairy producers and
14

spreading this across both islands); supporting exchange visits, encouraging new
partnerships with land-based sector groups of farmers/land-holders to provide improved
domestic forage
• Sourcing imported feed more cost-effectively: via joint planning with all the main
stakeholders
4. Landscape and Environment: This Measure would be a central element to support the needs
identified under the theme of landscape and environment. In particular cooperation is
required for the setting up of valley, sub-catchment, or area partnerships that will engage in
water, waste, and energy management (see also need 1). This Measure would provide support
for creating partnerships between land managers, owners, NGOs, and local councils,
permitting agencies and environmental bodies for cooperation in protecting and conserving
the landscape, natural habitat, and environment of protected areas or valleys.
5. Wider Rural Economy and Quality of Life: Networks, clusters, and operational groups are
required for cooperation in developing the rural economy. These could support
diversification, assist in protecting, restoring and conserving cultural heritage, and provide for
social inclusion. Cooperation is required in particular to support small-scale rural tourism
development through horizontal actions that bring together farmers, craftsmen, local councils
and tourism operators to create suitable actions such as rural heritage or culture ‘trails’. LAGs
have a key role to play in this activity, as facilitators of new forms of co-operation. Cooperation
in this area could include the following activities:
• Setting up of Networks/clusters/operational groups for cooperation in developing the
rural economy, supporting diversification, protecting, restoring or conserving cultural
heritage, and providing for social inclusion, could also be supported.
• A specific approach for Gozo: building on tourism, ecology, rural economy, etc coordinated with key Gozitan authorities5.2 Contribution to focus areas

5.2

Contribution to the focus areas of the Malta RDP

The co-operation measure has been programmed to contribute to the focus areas of rural
development policy on a European level, as follows.
• (Primary) Focus Area 1A: Fostering innovation and the knowledge base in rural areas
The co-operation measure will have a both a direct and indirect (through sub-measures 16.2)
contribution to fostering innovation with the creation of co-operation groups, pilot projects and
developing new, innovative products, practices, processes and technologies, as well as through
encouragement of diversification of farming activities. The knowledge base will also be supported
through the dissemination of results/findings from projects carried out under Measure 16.
• Focus Area 1B: Strengthening the links between agriculture and research and innovation
Co-operation potentially offers much scope here. One example might be pulling together researchers,
olive growers, processors, and retailers to explore the additional benefits of local varieties of olive and
how to market and promote new olive-based products (direct contribution through sub-measures
16.2 and 16.4).
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• Focus Area 3A: Better integrating primary producers into the food chain through quality schemes,
promotion in local markets and short supply circuits, producer groups and inter-branch organisations
Improvements in marketing, short supply chains, and quality schemes requires interaction across a
range of different individuals and groups in order to be successful. These were all identified as
opportunities in Malta for supporting a more sustainable agricultural sector and rural economy (direct
contribution through sub-measure 16.4).
• Focus Area 5A: Increasing efficiency in water use by agriculture
Cooperation offers scope for improving efficiency of water use in agricultural activities. There are
already small-scale cooperative type actions regarding water (e.g. sharing a common borehole and
pump) but these tend to be limited in effectiveness and are conducted largely to minimise
costs. Significant gains could be made in water use through sharing water capture and distribution
infrastructure, and sharing of modern technology for control water use (e.g. smart irrigation
systems). Land fragmentation and small parcel size require a cooperative approach from multiple
landowners and farmers to improve the efficiency of water use.
• Focus Area 5C: Facilitating the supply and use of renewable sources of energy, of by-products,
wastes, residues and other non-food raw materials for purposes of the bio-economy
Waste management from the livestock sector has been identified in the SWOT as both a weakness
and a potential opportunity for Malta. Utilisation of organic wastes, however, whether for energy,
nutrients, or both, will require cooperative action between livestock farmers, arable farmers, regional
energy producers, and logistics companies, as well as with permitting and environmental regulatory
bodies. Effective waste management will only come about through cooperative action (directly
through sub-measure 16.6).

5.3 Contribution to cross cutting objectives
1. Environment: In many instances environmental improvements can only be achieved through
partnership work. Small scale farmers or processors seldom have the capacity to make more
than marginal changes. In a situation such as Malta, where farmers operate on very small
parcels of land, individual actions spread out over the whole territory may have little impact.
Dilapidated rubble walls, for example, are problematic in many areas resulting in soil erosion
and potential for increased flooding, and individual action often does not target areas most in
need of restoration or improvement. Supporting cooperative actions, particularly through
territorial partnerships (e.g. focused on specific targeted areas or valleys) will enable strategic
decisions to be made that target the most vulnerable or high-risk areas for support, and
ensure that actions to restore rubble walls, control flooding, and manage soil conservation
are integrated and cost-effective. In a similar manner, partnerships can be utilised to
undertake more effective forms of waste management and renewable energy development
(e.g. through bio-digesters). Cooperation that links livestock farmers, arable farmers,
researchers and others provides scope for developing new forms of energy generation from
waste and recycling of nutrients through composted material (direct contribution though submeasure 16.6).
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2. Innovation: Cooperative activities focusing on improved or new product development will link
producers, processors, and researchers. Innovation is more likely to occur where researchers
are involved with those producing and processing raw materials (e.g. in improving fodder
quality for livestock nutrition), as well as with social scientists and market researchers who
can provide improved understanding of consumer attitudes and needs.
3. Climate Change: Cooperation will indirectly influence climate change through a range of
activities. For example: improvements in waste management and development of anaerobic
digesters for renewable energy will help mitigate greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) (directly
through sub-measure 16.6).

5.4

Complementarity and demarcation with other measures

The co-operation measure offers support for groups, partnerships and single actors to assist in the
achievement of a wide range of RDP objectives and therefore offers complementarity with a number
of rural development measures. This type of support is a precursor to the formation of partnerships
that will be necessary to undertake improvements in environmental quality, supply chain efficiencies,
and sustainable energy, water and waste management.
The co-operation measure supports activities that lead to other opportunities for funding under the
rural development programme and possibly other funding programmes. The projects undertaken in
the ambit of this measure could serve as the baseline or platform for improvements that are
supported through other measures, e.g. business development, productive and non-productive
investments, etc.
The demarcation between the scope of activities that can be undertaken under the co-operation
measure and the activities that can be done under other measures (e.g. investment measures, and
agri-environment-climate measures) and the corresponding applicable maximum aid intensities shall
be decided according to the nature of the project, its duration, and other criteria, including the identity
of the eligible applicants, as may be applicable.

6.0 Duration
The co-operation measure 16 and the sub-measures 16.2, 16.4, and 16.6 will remain operational until
31st December 2020, subject to availability of funds and/or notifications by the MA informing
otherwise.

7.0 Budget
The budget available for support under this Measure is €3.725 Million in total (public expenditure),
and is allocated as per the following table. The MA reserves the right to amend the budget allocated.
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Sub-measure
16.2
16.4
16.6

Scope and title

Budget allocation (€)
(public expenditure)
Support for pilot projects
3,000,000
Support for cooperation for 375,000
short supply chains
Support for biomass action
350,000

8.0 Maximum Grant Value and Aid Intensity
There is no threshold for the maximum value of grant support that can be provided under this
Measure. The maximum aid intensity is up to 100% of the eligible costs.

9.0 Implementation
Actions financed under this Measure are to be implemented within 30 months from the date of the
Grant Agreement. The Managing Authority, however, retains the right to amend these timeframes as
well as to consider requests for amendments made by beneficiaries in relation to the same timeframes
for implementation of the projects.

10.0 Calls Procedure
The call for applications will open on the 20th May, 2019 and shall remain open until the entire
budgetary allocation under the Measure is utilised, or until the MA notifies otherwise.
For the purpose of this call, the MA will be adopting an Open Block Calls Procedure. This means that
a batch of applications received within a respective time block will be assessed separately from
applications received in subsequent batches. The time blocks will be defined by the MA and published
on the MA website: www.eufunds.gov.mt
The call shall close either once the allocated budget has been committed or should the call be
withdrawn through a notification by the MA. The MA may re-issue the call in a similar or different
format. The MA may also issue clarifications and amendments during the time period of the open call
for applications without necessarily closing and re-opening the call.

11.0 Regulatory Framework
The following is a non-exhaustive relevant legal basis for the Co-operation Measure:
a. Regulation (EU) No. 1305/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on support for
rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), in
particular Articles 35.
b. Regulation (EU) No. 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down
common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund,
the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European
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c.

d.

e.
f.

g.

h.
i.
j.

Maritime and Fisheries Fund and laying down general provisions on the European Regional
Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime
and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No. 1083/2006, in particular Articles
32-35.
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No. 807/2014 supplementing Regulation (EU) No.
1305/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on support for rural development
by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) and introducing
transitional provisions.
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No. 808/2014 laying down rules for the application
of Regulation (EU) No. 1305/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council on support
for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
Recommendation 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 concerning the definition of micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises.
Regulation EU No: 1306/2013 of the European Parliament and the Council of 17 December
2013 on the financing, management and monitoring of the common agricultural policy and
repealing Council Regulations (EEC) No 352/78, (EC) No 165/94, (EC) No 2799/98, (EC) No
814/2000, (EC) No 1290/2005 and (EC) No 485/2008.
Regulation (EU) No. 1307/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing
rules for direct payments to farmers under support schemes within the framework of the
common agricultural policy and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No. 637/2008 and Council
Regulation (EC) No. 73/2009.
Environment Protection Act, 2016, ACT No. I of 2016
Other documentation for reference:
Malta’s Rural Development Programme 2014-2020
Malta
Partnership
Agreement
for
the
Programming
Period
2014-2020:
https://eufunds.gov.mt/en/Information/Pages/Partnership-Agreement.aspx
All above as may be amended.
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12.0

Eligibility conditions

12.1 General eligibility conditions
Support under this Measure shall be granted in the following circumstances:
1. The project proposal must be in line with the scope and objectives of the relevant submeasure.
2. The project proposal must address the Malta needs and focus areas for the co-operation
measure.

12.2 Measure-specific eligibility conditions
1. The proposed activity/project must contain an element of innovation to Malta.
2. The idea that is tested and implemented shall provide a solution to a problem that is being
faced by operators (farmers) in the agriculture sector.
3. The outcome of the joint activity will result in direct benefit to operators (farmers) in the
agriculture sector.
4. The proposed joint activity (project proposal) by the co-operation group or individual actor is
targeted towards innovation.
5. The co-operation group or individual actor has a clear project idea, with specific planned
actions resulting in specific planned outcomes.
6. The co-operation group or individual actor has a plan to disseminate the results of their
proposed project/s.
7. In the case of a group, whether an operational group or a co-operation group, the group
shall adopt a legally-valid agreement that provides a legally-sound structure for transparent
financial management, including responsibility for financial transactions, attribution of
liabilities, etc.

12.3

Eligible applicants

12.3.1 Eligible actors
In terms of members of a group and/or individual actors, support under this Measure is open to the
following entities:
Farmers: primary producers involved in the production of primary products that fall within the scope
of Annex I products, with the exclusion of forestry products;
Research and knowledge-dissemination organisations. 1 Such organisations must widely disseminate
the results of the research on a non—exclusive and non-discriminatory basis.
1

Research and Knowledge-dissemination organisation is an entity (such as universities or research institutes, technology
transfer agencies, innovation intermediaries, research-oriented physical or virtual collaborative entities), irrespective of its
legal status (organised under public or private law) or way of financing, whose primary goal is to independently conduct
fundamental research, industrial research or experimental development or to widely disseminate the results of such
activities by way of teaching, publication or knowledge transfer. Where such entity also pursues economic activities the
financing, the costs and the revenues of those economic activities must be accounted for separately. Undertakings that can
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Public Service: The Public Service consists of ministries and departments of Government.
Public Entities: Entities that exercise a public function and are established outside the public service,
such entities which are established by a range of legal forms to perform a range of public functions.
In terms of the formation of groups and/or individual actors, support under this Measure is open to
the following type of applicants:
1. Operational groups (OGs)
2. Co-operation groups (CGs)
3. Single actors (SA)
These groups or single actors must either have come together to co-operate for the purpose of this
project, or else, if it is an existing (already established) co-operation group or individual actor, these
shall be undertaking a new joint or individual project.

The specific eligibility for each sub-measure is as follows:




Sub-measure 16.2 – support under this measure is open to operational groups, co-operation
groups, and individual actors. The groups and/or individual actors must be suitable/relevant
to achieving the objectives of sub-measure 16.2.
Sub-measure 16.4 – support under this measure is open to operational groups, and cooperation groups. The groups must be suitable/relevant to achieving the objectives of submeasure 16.4.
Sub-measure 16.6 – support under this measure is open to operational groups, and cooperation groups. The groups must be suitable/relevant to achieving the objectives of submeasure 16.6.

In addition, the following matrix shows the specific eligibility in terms of applicant types with respect
to each of the sub-measures:
Sub-measure

Measure 16.2
Measure 16.4
Measure 16.6

Research & Knowledge
organisation or Public
Service/Entities
(standalone)
or
Research
and
Knowledge
Organisations
and
Public Service/Entities
X

Research & Knowledge Farmer + Farmer
organisation and/or
Public Service/Entities
+ Farmer

X
X
X

X
X
X

Further information on the composition and specific eligibility requirements for each of the above
listed applicants is detailed below.

exert a decisive influence upon such an entity, in the quality of, for example, shareholders or members, may not enjoy
preferential access to the results generated by it.
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12.3.2 EIP Operational groups
There are not many set out prescriptions about the form of EIP operational groups, because what
these groups do is much more important than what they are. The forming of operational groups shall
take place on initiative of the innovation actors. No specific conditions are laid down as regards the
size (apart from the fact that a minimum of two entities must be involved), the composition and the
specific undertakings of a respective operational group. An operational group is meant to be
operational and tackle a certain (practical) problem or opportunity that may lead to an innovative
solution.
They shall be set up by interested actors such as farmers, research and knowledge-dissemination
organisations, and other public service/entities involved in the agriculture and food sector, who are
relevant for achieving the objectives of the EIP. These groups must:





establish internal procedures to ensure transparency in their operation and decision-making,
and avoid conflicts of interest;
draw up a plan containing:
o a description of their innovative project;
o a description of the expected results;
widely disseminate the results of their project on a non-exclusive and non-discriminatory
basis, especially through the EIP.

In addition, for reasons of sound financial management, the EIP operational groups will have three
possibilities to receive payment:





Have a legal identity
Have a document rule attributing liability among the members - evidence to be provided by
the group clearly spelling out responsibility for parts of received funds prior to support being
paid out. When projects include investments, document should also spell out liability of
members, who will provide the private co-financing and who will be the owner of the
investment following project completion.
One of the partners of the group may function as the lead-entity and be nominated to deal
with support applications and payment. However, payments absorbed by the lead entity
must be clearly merited by corresponding work, and cannot allocate funding to itself on an
arbitrary basis.

12.3.3 Co-operating groups
In the case of co-operating groups, the same provisions of formation, sound financial management
and dissemination apply (same as EIP Operational groups), however, the group shall not form part of
the EIP network, and shall not be eligible for or benefit from actions of the EIP network or of the
Horizon 2020 framework.

12.3.4 Individual actors
In the case of individual/single actors, dissemination is equally obligatory. Individual actors shall only
be eligible for support if they can demonstrate a strong competence and ability to implement the
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innovative project. Individual actors are not eligible for actions of the EIP and the Horizon 2020
multi-actor approach.

12.4

Eligible costs

This Measure can cover two types of costs, as follows:

12.4.1 Running costs of the co-operation
This category does not cover all the running costs of the project, but rather the running costs arising
from the act of co-operation. A good example would be the salary of a co-ordinator who is specifically
engaged or assigned to run the project, the cost of meetings and the provision or assignment of a
secretariat function. The maximum aid intensity with regard to this cost category is 100 %.

12.4.2 Direct costs of specific planned projects
Direct costs in this context are costs which arise directly from the activities of the project rather than
from preparatory studies, animation or ongoing co-ordination. This category of eligible costs covers
investment costs but is not limited to them. The direct costs of specific planned projects are linked to
the implementation of a business plan, an environmental plan, a forest management plan or
equivalent, a local development strategy other than the one referred to in Article 33 of Regulation
(EU) No 1303/2013 or other actions targeted towards innovation, including but not limited to
investments costs and importantly, including salary costs for animation and coordination activities
delivered on the ground by dedicated project officers.
12.4.2.1Investment costs
The maximum aid rate for support for investments covered by Annex I to the Treaty would be 100% if
all of the following conditions are met:
1. the investment is made in the context of a defined project of defined duration;
2. support does not cover the full acquisition of assets, but rather only their use/depreciation
over the lifetime of the specific project (calculated according to normal good accounting
practice) and scaled down according to the extent of use for the project; and
3. the investment is not made in an improvement to immoveable property.
If these conditions are met, the support rate of 100% would be applied to the costs of the use/
depreciation of assets, not to the assets’ full value.
12.4.2.2 Promotion costs
Promotion - refers to direct costs arising from promotion activities related to short supply chains and
local markets, as referred to in Art. 35 (2)(e). The promotion in question would relate to the short
supply chain or local market in question in its entirety, not a restricted number of individual products
issuing from it. In other words, any for any promotional material or activity to be supported, this
promotion needs to be targeted to make potential customers aware that the short supply chain or
local market in question existed and would communicate the benefits of purchasing via this route.
This means that the eligibility of the costs of promotion is limited to support provided under submeasure 16.4 to cover the costs of sub-contracting promotion and advertising services linked to the
short supply chains. Aid intensity is 100 %.
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12.5

Requirement for a project plan

Support under this measure will be contingent upon the following:
A project plan that has to be approved by the Project Selection Committee and which shall contain as
a minimum the following elements:
a. the initial (baseline) situation, including the nature of the issue that is being addressed, the
opportunity and the solution;
b. the general and specific project objectives;
c. the project activities, including timelines and type of operations;
d. the targets and milestones for the project;
e. the project results, outcomes and impacts;
f. the project risks and risk management/mitigation measures;
g. the financial plan;
h. the dissemination plan.
It is also important to take into account that the cooperation measure for support of pilot projects is
directed, to a certain extent, towards development/testing activities that might not generate the
expected results. Such unexpected/negative results are considered as a normal aspect of the
development/testing process and, as long as the eligibility conditions for obtaining the financing were
fulfilled, these results will not be taken as "failed projects" subject to financial sanctions or penalties.
This principle applies only for projects of an experimental nature.
Contents of a project plan may be accessed from the Managing Authority website:
www.eufunds.gov.mt.
Costs arising from the implementation of the project plan are considered to be eligible for support if
they have been implemented after an application has been submitted to the Managing Authority and
an acknowledgment is issued by the Managing Authority, in line with Art 60 (2) Reg (EU) 1305/2013.
In principle, there are no restrictions of the costs that could be covered under this measure, provided
these are consistent with the project plan. In practice, the expenditure that shall be supported under
this Measure shall relate to the project implementation and will typically cover:







Costs related to coordination;
Costs related to work of researcher/facilitator;
Meeting room hire;
Travel costs for meetings;
Training related to the project;
Work and/or participation by farmers or advisors.

The Managing Authority may decide that costs which may be covered by other Measures will be
financed through Measure 16, with the applicable support rates and rules of the relevant measure.
For e.g. investments will be financed through Measure 16, applying the rules of the relevant submeasure under Measure 4.
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For budget allocation purposes, applicants are to obtain at least one quotation for the project
components that they intend to procure, including services and items.
The following costs shall be considered to be ineligible for the purpose of this Measure:
a)
b)
c)
d)

Contingencies and/or losses made by the Applicant.
Statutory fines and penalties.
In kind contributions.
Overheads/indirect costs

Running costs and project implementation costs that are not within the scope of this Measure are not
eligible for support.
The categories of support shall be proportional to the nature, scope and size of the project.
Support will be limited to 30 months.

13.0 Applications
13.1 Content of the applications
The application for the sub-measures is intended to capture all the information that the relevant
competent authorities will need to assess whether the request for funds can be accepted and
approved, and thus whether the requested grant support can be offered. For this reason, the
application includes elements that are designed to assess the validity of the request for funds
according to the set eligibility and selection criteria. Further information on these criteria is provided
in relevant sections of these Guidance Notes.
Applicants need to be able to demonstrate that their proposed activity fits within the scope and
objective of this measure and is sufficiently well-thought out and planned. The application for the
Measure is built around the following main elements:
1. Idea or opportunity
a. The nature of the idea;
b. The innovation element of the idea;
c. The novelty of the idea (not an existing activity);
d. The problem-solution-benefit profile of the idea or opportunity.
2. Target sector
a. The agricultural sector/s or sub-sector/s that the idea shall be applied to.
b. The operational aspect/type of operations to which the idea or opportunity shall be
applied.
3. Partnership/group or single/individual actor
a. The type of group or single actor;
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b. The composition of the partnership, if the case;
c. The date of formation of the partnership, if the case;
d. The competences and value each member of the partnership brings to the cooperation.

4. Activity
a. The nature of the activity (scope of the project: what is the project all about?);
b. The duration of the project;
c. An estimate of the financial cost of the project;
d. The results of the activity;
e. The outcome of the activity and how this translates into benefit to farmers and/or
other operators in the agricultural sector.
f. A plan for the dissemination of the results of the activity.
In addition, the application shall include a project plan, and a legally-binding agreement between
the members of the group (consortium agreement) as explained in further detail in the following
sections.

13.2 Supporting documents to the Application
A checklist of documents to be submitted with the Application is attached to the Application Form.
For the application to be considered complete, all documents that are marked as compulsory are to
be submitted with the Application Form.
The following is a list of the documents that need to be submitted as part of the application and is
divided into two parts: (1) supporting documents that concern the applicant, and (2) supporting
documents that concern the innovative idea and (3) supporting documents that concern the project.

13.2.1 Supporting documentation concerning the applicant
The following is a list of supporting documentation that concerns the applicant. Applicants are advised
to note whether the submission of relevant documents is mandatory or optional, as indicated in the
list below.

Original Signed Project Application, with all annexes bound (including Compulsory for all
all necessary supporting documentation such as pictures/site plans Applicants
etc.). Applicant is to also submit a pen drive or CD2 containing a soft
copy of application a) in word; b) in PDF format (not scanned); c) a

2

Applicants should ensure that CDs and pen drives are adequately labelled and secured to the
application.
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scanned copy of the signed application; and d) soft copies of all annexes
and documents and supporting documentation.
In the case of soft copies, each separate document is to be individually
presented and adequately titled for ease of reference.
(Obligatory at application stage)

Personal identification of the individual actor or of each
member of the group
1. Copy of ID Card of each member in the group
2. For farmers: JobsPlus registration
3. For legal entities: A short profile of the entity AND the
legal agreement constituting the entity (Memorandum
of Association, Statute, Partnership agreement, or
equivalent)

Compulsory for all
Applicants

(Obligatory at application stage)

Letter of authorisation/no objection
In case where a single actor or a member of the group is participating
in this application for funding on behalf of an organisation, the
member should submit evidence to show that he/she forms part of
the organisation and has the necessary authority to participate.

As applicable

Please refer to the template in Annex 2 of the application form.
(Required at application stage as applicable)
Written consortium agreement
Setting out internal arrangements between beneficiaries which may
cover:
- internal organisation of the consortium;
- distribution of the EAFRD funding;
- additional rules on rights and obligations related to background and
foreground intellectual property (including whether access rights
remain or not, if a beneficiary is in breach of its obligations)
- settlement of internal disputes;
- liability, indemnification and confidentiality arrangements between
the beneficiaries.
The consortium agreement must not contain any provision contrary to
the Grant Agreement.

As applicable,
compulsory for groups
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(Required at application stage as applicable)

Section 8 of the Application – Declaration
To be signed by each member of the group and/or individual actors.

Compulsory for all
Applicants

(Obligatory at application stage)

13.2.2 Supporting documentation concerning the innovative idea

Evidence (journal papers, magazine articles, studies and reports,
web-based information resources, etc.) to support the following:

Compulsory for all
Applicants

1. The idea concerns a problem/issue/challenge/disadvantage
that is being faced by producers.
2. This problem has not yet been addressed.
3. Idea is innovative and shall result in innovation.
(Obligatory at application stage)

13.2.3 Supporting documentation concerning the project
The following is a list of supporting documentation that concerns the proposed setting up activity.
Applicants are advised to note whether the submission of relevant documents is compulsory or
required, as indicated in the list below.

Project plan
In accordance to the prescribed template, and covering the following:









the initial (baseline) situation, including the nature of the issue
that is being addressed, the opportunity and the solution;
the general and specific project objectives;
Compulsory for all
the project activities, including timelines and type of Applicants
operations;
the targets and milestones for the project;
the project results, outcomes and impacts;
the project risks and risk management/mitigation measures;
the financial plan;
the dissemination plan.
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(Obligatory at application stage as applicable)

At least one quotation for each of the cost items in the project plan.

Compulsory for all
Applicants

(Obligatory at application stage as applicable)

14.0 Application process
The MA shall publicise the calls through various media and will collaborate with stakeholders
particularly representatives of the target groups and other Government entities to publicise the
Measure to ensure the widest visibility possible.

14.1 Submission of Applications
Applicants must submit an application as outlined in the call for applications.
It is strongly advisable that prior to the preparation and submission of the application, prospective
applicants read these Guidance Notes together with the Manual of Procedures (MoP). The MoP can
be accessed on the link below:
https://eufunds.gov.mt/
All applications must be completed in full, signed and dated by the Applicant.
Applicants should submit the following:



One signed original bound copy of the completely filled Application Form;
Soft copies of the filled in application form as follows, on CD or pen drive:
o in Word format;
o signed copy in PDF format (scan of original);

Only upon submission of both versions will the application be accepted. All copies must include all
supporting documentation attached to the original Application Form, as explained in the following
section.

14.2 Receipt of Applications
Applications are received on Monday to Friday (Excluding Public Holidays) between 1st October and
15th June between 7.30 a.m. and 3.30 p.m. and from 16th June to 30th September between 7:30
a.m. and 12:00 p.m at the following offices:
Funds and Programmes Division
Parliamentary Secretariat for European Funds and Social Dialogue
Ministry for European Affairs and Equality (MEAE)
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Triq il-Kukkanja,
Santa Venera, SVR 1411
No applications shall be received at the Front Office, Pitkali Markets, Ta’ Qali, Malta or in Gozo at
the Government Experimental Farm, Xewkija

14.3 Acknowledgement
An acknowledgement shall be issued by the receiving officer upon submission of a completely filledin application form, as per instructions in section above.
Disclaimer: The person receiving the application is not responsible for the administrative compliance
of the application form. This issuance of this acknowledgement letter does not imply that the applicant
has submitted all the necessary documentation. The application may be refused and returned to the
applicant following the issuance of the acknowledgement letter.

15.0 Assessment and selection
15.1 Validation of applications
The MA will undertake a validity check of all applications that are received.
There are two types of documents that need to be submitted along with the application: (1)
compulsory and (2) required (non-compulsory).
Should any documentation that is required (non-compulsory) be missing from the Application Form,
the MA shall notify the Applicant through a notification letter. Any required non-compulsory
documents that were missing from the Application Form are to be submitted within not more than 5
(five) working days from the date of the notification letter.
Only complete applications will be considered by the Project Selection Committee. Applications that
remain incomplete after the 5 (five)-working day notice period has elapsed will be rejected and the
applicant will be notified accordingly.
Should the applicant wish to re-submit an application, the process is considered a new one. In such
cases, the effective application date would be that of the new submission.

15.2 Assessment of Applications
Applications for support that pass the admissibility check will proceed to the next step and shall be
assessed according to the eligibility and selection criteria (sections below are intended to provide
guidance, however, applicants are advise to refer to the official document on the criteria, available on
the website).
Applications shall be assessed and ranked on the basis of selection criteria relevant to the Measure.
The Project Selection Committee (PSC) will award marks according to the criteria and rank projects
according to the marks obtained. In order to qualify for selection, the proposal needs to obtain a total
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of at least 50% of the total marks of the general and measure-specific selection criteria. Certain
selection criteria require an obligatory ‘pass mark’ within the respective criteria.
During the assessment and selection process, checks will also be carried out to assess the
reasonableness of the cost were applicable. Grants will be awarded ensuring the cost-effective and
value-for-money principles.
The selection of projects may be limited by the available budget, in which case the highest-ranking
projects will be offered a grant.

15.3 Unsuccessful applicants
The MA will inform all applicants about the outcome of the selection process.

15.4 Appeals
Applicants who feel aggrieved by the outcome of the procedure have the right of appeal within five
(5) working days from the date of the letter of rejection by the PSC.

15.5 Letter of Acceptance
The MA will proceed to write to the successful applicants informing them of the decision of acceptance
of their project. Scanned copies of the letter shall also be submitted through email. Letters of
acceptance may include conditions which have been raised by the PSC.

15.6 Grant Agreement
Applicants whose proposals for investments have been selected in accordance to the procedure
described above, in terms of being eligible and having obtained the necessary scoring for selection,
and furthermore, could be allocated the requisite budget for funding, shall be invited to enter into an
agreement with the MA by signing the Grant Agreement. More details on the generic provisions
applicable in the Grant Agreement and the contractual obligations of the Beneficiary are provided in
the subsequent sections.

15.7 Changes
In cases where amendments to the Grant Agreement need to be made by the beneficiary, the
beneficiary must submit a written request to the Managing Authority prior to the changes being
actually implemented (a priori). The Managing Authority will review the request and notify the
beneficiary accordingly.
If a request for changes to the Grant Agreement is submitted after these changes have actually taken
place (ex-post), the expenditure related to these changes may be subject to applicable penalties.

16.0 Eligibility Criteria
All valid applications shall be assessed against the eligibility criteria that have been established for the
RDP 2014-2020. Eligibility criteria consist of two sets: general eligibility criteria and measure-specific
eligibility criteria.
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It is important to note that all applications need to conform to/fulfil ALL general and measure-specific
eligibility criteria in order to be considered for ranking and selection.
The MA reserves the right to revise the eligibility criteria applicable to the Measure, subject to prenotification.

16.1 General Eligibility Criteria
The following are the general eligibility criteria to which the application must conform:
a. Submitted application is fully completed/filled-in
b. Applicant demonstrates that he/she forms part of (or is the legal representative) the
beneficiary/applicant organisation
c. The proposed project will be implemented within the eligible territory
d. Evidence of sufficient financial capacity required to cover the private financial
component (where applicable) is provided
e. The proposed project contributes to the targets and objectives of the relevant
measure/s
f. The proposed project contributes to at least one indicator target

16.2 Measure-Specific Eligibility Criteria
The following are the measure-specific eligibility criteria to which the application must conform:
a. Operational Groups ( research and knowledge-dissemination organisations, public
service/entities, farmers (at least a composition of 2 from the above)
b. Existing OGs will be eligible for support if the activity is new and in conformity with the RDP
priorities.
c. Project proposal and OG composition must be in line and suitable for the relevant submeasure.
d. OGs will be bound to disseminate the results of their proposed project/s, including through
the EIP network.

17.0 Selection criteria
Selection criteria are designed to assess the fit and contribution of project proposals with the RDP
strategy, its target group and its objectives. These criteria are divided in two groups: those that rely
on a quantitative assessment and those that require a qualitative assessment. The evaluation will
combine both data (quantitative and qualitative) in order to have a comprehensive understanding of
the proposal.
For a project to be considered for funding, it has to obtain at least 50% of the marks available in total
(both general and measure-specific criteria). Projects will be ranked according to marks and funds
allocated to those projects which obtain the highest marks. In cases of over-demand for funding, other
projects which obtain the pass mark but which are not funded/selected will be placed on a reserve list
according to marks obtained and funding offered if and when funds become available.
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The voting members shall decide how the project proposal addresses each of the criteria and assign
points according to the following guide:






Excellent 81 to 100% of points;
Very good 76 to 80% of points;
Satisfactory 50 to 75% of points;
Very poor 26 to 49% of points;
Unacceptable 01 to 25% of points.

For the purpose of selection, these Measures carry a total maximum scoring of 140 marks. The general
selection criteria carry a maximum of 100 marks, while the measure-specific criteria carry a maximum
of 40 marks.

17.1 General Selection Criteria
The following is a list, together with maximum scoring, of general selection criteria applicable to the
Setting up of Operational Groups Measure. The maximum total marks that can be obtained by fulfilling
these general selection criteria is 100%.
Project proposal targeting multiple indicators – max marks 20
Applicants are awarded points on the basis of how well their project proposal targets more than one
indicator, and how well the proposal fits within the relevant RDP/LDS priorities.
Preparedness / Readiness – max marks 10
Applicants are awarded points according to the level of preparedness with regard to permits, drafting
of tenders, CBAs, etc. as and where applicable.
Organisational capacity – max marks 203
Points awarded according to the administrative capacity, competence and technical resources
available to the organization, and how well the project demonstrates long term sustainability.
Consideration will be made of how the project will continue to benefit the business/sector/rural area
after RDP funding comes to an end. Application should demonstrate evidence of applicant’s financial
viability.
Cost effectiveness – max marks 204
Points awarded according to evidenced added value, effectiveness and reasonableness of costs
proposed. Consideration will be made as to whether the applicant considered other forms of funding
and set out clearly the impact the funding will make on the business and/or the surrounding market.
The outputs and outcomes of the proposal should be proportionate to the level of funding offered.
Project deliverability will also be assessed on the basis of whether competitive quotes have been
sought, clear rationale in cases where the lowest valid offer is not chosen, whether the costs are

3
4

Applicants will be required to obtain a minimum of 10 marks from this selection criterion.
Applicants will be required to obtain a minimum of 10 marks from this selection criterion.
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realistic and whether the application shows how the project will be successful at the end of the
contract.
Complementarity – max marks 10
Points awarded according to the potential of the proposed project to lead to funding opportunities
under other measures/funds.
Horizontal Priorities (Social Criterion) – max marks 20
Points awarded on the basis that the proposed intervention/s contribute towards the promotion of
equal opportunities, equality, non-discrimination and improved accessibility whilst targeting
sustainable development in the areas of economic growth, social cohesion and environmental
protection. Consideration will be made of whether the applicant has an appropriate policy on
equality and diversity (e.g. as an employer), access requirements have been taken into account (e.g.
for buildings, websites), and whether any jobs created are open to a diverse range of applicants.
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17.2 Measure-specific selection criteria
The following are the measure-specific selection criteria and relevant scores for the Measures:
Young Farmers - max marks 10
Points awarded if the applicant or at least one of the farmers forming part of the cooperation/OG is
a farmer who is no more than 40 years of age at the moment of submitting the application.

Composition of OG/Cooperation – max marks 10
Points awarded on the basis of the complementary and targeted composition of
entities/organisations forming part of the cooperation/OG vis-á-vis the nature of the applicant’s
project proposal.

Dimensions of initiative – max marks 20
Points awarded according to the size of the initiative proposed (sectoral, multi-sectoral, or national).

The applicable eligibility and selection criteria, including scoring per criteria, can be accessed on the
MA website on the following link:
https://eufunds.gov.mt/en/EU%20Funds%20Programmes/European%20Agricultural%20Fund/Docu
ments/MC/Eligibility%20and%20Selection%20Criteria%202014-2020.pdf
The MA reserves the right to update and change the selection criteria as deemed necessary, respecting
the appropriate legal provisions. Any updates would be reflected in the version of the criteria and the
Guidance Notes for this Measure uploaded online.

18.0 Contractual Obligations
Upon signing the Grant Agreement, the Beneficiary becomes legally bound by certain provisions. The
following sections provide information on some aspects of the contractual obligations of the
Beneficiary.
The Agriculture and Rural Paying Agency (ARPA) may, from time to time, issue further information and
guidance.

18.1 Durability of Investment
Beneficiaries are reminded that for investments made under the co-operation measure, the relevant
provisions of Article 71 of Regulation 1303/2013 pertaining to the obligation to maintain the
investment for a period of time following completion, shall apply depending on whether the
investment is considered as productive or non-productive.
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18.2 Documentation
Beneficiaries are obliged to retain all supporting documentation for a two (2)-year period from 31
December following the submission of the accounts in which the final expenditure of the completed
operation is included. A signed inventory, listing any items bought in connection with the project,
should be compiled and held on site and this should be made available to ARPA whenever requested.
A copy of the inventory can be downloaded from the following link:
https://eufunds.gov.mt/en/EU%20Funds%20Programmes/European%20Agricultural%20Fund/P
ages/Circulars.aspx

18.3 Public procurement
Beneficiaries of grant support are to be aware that they are bound by the principles of good
governance, sound financial management and relevant EU or national legislation.
Checks in relation to public procurement will verify that Union public procurement rules and related
national rules are complied with and that the basic principles of transparency, objectivity, nondiscrimination and appropriate disclosure have been respected throughout the entire process.
In cases of non-compliances with the rules of public procurement, the financial corrections towards
the service provider beneficiary will be determined by the Paying Agency on the basis of the guidelines
C(2013)9527 final of 19.12.2013.

18.4 Controls and Penalties
Beneficiaries must note that by signing the Grant Agreement they are agreeing to undertake an
obligation for the relevant checks and controls by the respective Authorities including the following:
a. The Paying Agency (PA) – Agriculture and Rural Payments Agency (ARPA), Ministry for
Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate Change (MSDEC);
b. The Certifying Body (CB) – Internal Audit and Investigations Department (IAID), Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM);
c. The National Audit Office (NAO) in view of the fact that public funds are being utilised for the
implementation of the investment;
d. The Audit Services of the European Commission (EC) and the European Court of Auditors (ECA)
in view of the fact the investment is benefitting from European Union (EU) funds;
e. The VAT Department to ensure that VAT Regulations are respected.
The following sections are intended as a guide on applicable checks and controls.

18.4.1 Administrative checks on support applications
Administrative checks on applications for support shall ensure the compliance of the operation with
applicable obligations established by Union or national law or by the rural development programme,
including those of public procurement and other obligatory standards and requirements. The checks
shall in particular include verification of:



the eligibility of the beneficiary;
the eligibility criteria, commitments and other obligations of the operation for which support
is requested;
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compliance with the selection criteria;
the eligibility of the costs of the operation, including compliance with the category of costs
or calculation method to be used when the operation or part of it falls under Article 67(1)(b),
(c) and (d) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/20135;
for costs referred to in Article 67(1)(a) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, excluding
contributions in kind and depreciation, a verification of the reasonableness of the costs
submitted. The costs shall be evaluated using a suitable evaluation system, such as reference
costs, a comparison of different offers or an evaluation committee."6

18.4.2 Administrative checks on payment claims
Administrative checks on payment claims shall include in particular, and where appropriate for the
claim in question, verification of:



the completed operation compared with the operation for which the application for support
was submitted and granted;
the costs incurred and the payments made.7

The verifications shall cover in particular:


That expenditure relates to the eligible period and has been paid;



For simplified cost options: that conditions for payments defined in the grant
agreement have been fulfilled8;



That the expenditure relates to an approved operation;



Compliance with national and Union eligibility rules;



Delivery of the product/service in full compliance with the terms and conditions of
the grant agreement.



Irregular double financing with other Union or national schemes and with the
previous programming period9

The documents to be submitted with each payment claim by beneficiaries shall be comprehensive
enough to enable the Paying Agency to verify the legality and regularity of the expenditure in
compliance with national and Union rules. Administrative checks shall thereby comprise, as far as
possible, a complete review of the supporting documents to each payment claim.
When submitting a request for payment of suppliers and/or contractors, it is crucial that all necessary
documentation is presented and that the payment claims/invoices submitted are clear and valid as

5

Simplified costs option
Article 48(2) of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 808/2014
7
Article 48(3) of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 808/2014
8
Simplified cost option is not being implemented, but may become an option at a later stage of the programme.
9
Article 48(4) of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 808/2014
6

37

per the twelfth schedule of the Value-Added Tax Act (Chapter 406 of the Laws of Malta), which
stipulates what a tax invoice should include.
The Paying Agency retains the right to reject a payment claim if this is not of sufficient quality or does
not contain all the relevant details.
In general, a tax invoice should contain the following particulars:
1. The date of issue;
2. A sequential number which uniquely identifies the invoice;
3. The name, address and VAT number of the supplier;
4. The name, address and VAT number of the customer;
5. A description sufficient to identify the quantity and nature of the goods or the extent and
nature of the goods or the extent and nature of the services applied;
6. The date on which the supply was made or complete or the date on which a payment on
account of a supplier was made;
7. The taxable value per rate or exemption, the unit price exclusive of tax and any discounts or
rebates if they are not included in the unit price:
8. The amount of tax chargeable, if any, at each rate so chargeable
9. The total amount of tax chargeable, if any.
All relevant documentation is to be submitted by the beneficiary together with the payment claim.
This will allow for all documentary checks to be carried out during the administrative checks, thus
reducing the need to verify these documents on-the-spot. The supporting documentation shall, as a
minimum, include a schedule of the individual expenditure items, totalled and showing the
expenditure amount, the references of the related invoices, the date of payment and the payment
reference number and list of contracts signed. Moreover, electronic invoices and payments or copies
of invoices and proof of payment should be provided for all expenditure items. The Paying Agency
may from time to time issue guidelines on the submission of payment claims including templates and
any required supporting documentation. The Paying Agency may also establish time frames for the
submission of payment claims as well as procedures governing the rejection of claims which do not
comply with minimum standards.
Where the verification of payment claims will involve an inordinately large volume of documentation
being submitted by beneficiaries, an alternative approach may involve requesting only the supporting
documentation in respect of the sample of expenditure items selected for verification. This approach
has the advantage of reducing the volume of documentation to be submitted by beneficiaries.
However, as the selection of the required supporting documentation can only be made on receipt of
the beneficiary's payment claim, processing of the claim may be delayed pending receipt of the
requested documentation.
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The terms of agreements for individual operations may include a requirement for beneficiaries to
provide an auditor's certificate with payment claims they submit. These certificates vary depending
upon the scope of the work carried out by the auditor but generally cover basic requirements such as
confirmation that the expenditure has been paid within the eligible period, that it relates to items
approved under the agreement, that the terms of the agreement for individual operation have been
complied with and that adequate supporting documentation, including accounting records, exists.
Although the administrative checks cannot rely solely by checks carried out by third parties (e.g.
auditors), auditors' certificates may justify limiting the administrative check to a sufficient sample
taking account of known risks, including the risk of a lack of independence of the body providing the
certificate. This should not be simply a one sentence certificate on the regularity of the beneficiary's
claim but should describe the work carried out and the results.
The annually audited financial statement of a beneficiary cannot replace a specific auditor's certificate
for each payment claim made by that beneficiary.

18.4.3 In situ visits
The in-situ visits in the context of administrative checks are different in purpose from on-the spot
checks. In in situ visits, the aim is to check the points of the administrative check (primarily the correct
completion of the investment). In the second case, the aim is to supplement the administrative check
in order to carry out as exhaustive as possible a check of a sample of beneficiaries.

18.4.4 On-the-spot checks
On-the-spot checks, shall be carried out by the Paying Agency as required in order to ensure an
effective management of risks. Payment claims shall be rejected if the beneficiary or his
representative prevents an on-the-spot check from being carried out, except in cases of force majeure
or exceptional circumstances.
The on-the-spot check shall verify the accuracy of the data declared by the beneficiary against
underlying documents. This includes a verification that the payment claims submitted by the
beneficiary are supported by accounting or other documents, including, where necessary, a check on
the accuracy of the data in the payment claim on the basis of data or commercial documents held by
third parties.
The on-the-spot check shall verify that the use or intended use of the operation is consistent with the
use described in the application for support and for which the support was granted. Except in
exceptional circumstances, duly recorded and explained by the competent authorities, on-the-spot
checks shall include a visit to the place where the operation is implemented or, if the operation is
intangible, to the operation promoter.
Where administrative checks are exhaustive and detailed, there are still some elements concerning
the legality and regularity of expenditure that cannot be verified through an administrative check. It
is therefore essential that on-the-spot checks are carried out in order to check in particular the reality
of the operation, delivery of the product/service in full compliance with the terms and conditions of
the grant agreement, physical progress, respect for Union rules on publicity etc. On-the-spot checks
can also be used to verify that the beneficiary is providing accurate information regarding the physical
and financial implementation of the operation.
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18.4.5 Timing of on-the-spot checks
Beneficiaries will be given advance notification of the on-the-spot checks in order to ensure that the
relevant staff (e.g. project manager, engineer, accounting staff) and documentation (in particular,
financial records including bank statements and invoices) are made available by the beneficiary during
the check.
Normally on-the-spot checks will be carried out before the final payment for the operation and after
receipt of the final payment claim. However, in some cases, where the reality of the project may be
impossible to determine after the project has been completed, it may be appropriate to carry out onthe-spot checks during its implementation and without prior notice (e.g. training courses, where
timesheets for participants and teaching staff should also be verified). This applies especially in case
the operations are intangible in nature and where little or no physical evidence remains after their
completion (e.g. training courses, workshops, farm and forest visits, use of advisory services).

18.4.6 Ex-post checks
Ex-post checks shall be carried out on investment operations to verify the respect of commitments
pursuant to Article 71 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 or detailed in the rural development
programme.
The MA or ARPA may apply financial corrections in the case where the investment project fails to
reach the proposed indicators.

18.5 Publicity Obligations
Publicity is an integral part of the project. The Beneficiary must be aware of the source of funding
through which he/she has been given the Grant. In addition, upon completion of the project, the
Beneficiary must ensure that the necessary EU publicity requirements are adhered to in accordance
to provisions laid down in Annex III of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 808/2014, (e.g.
stickers indicating the source of co-financing are to be attached to all equipment procured through
the Grant). Where appropriate, the Beneficiary is obligated to install posters, explanatory plaques,
billboards and any other publicity material as may be required.
Beneficiaries will be advised to refer to the applicable Visual Identity Guidelines published by the
Managing Authority and to adhere to the applicable provisions.
Further guidance on publicity are available on the Managing Authority Website:
https://eufunds.gov.mt .

18.6 Force majeure
Force majeure is generally considered to imply an abnormal or unforeseeable circumstance beyond a
project holder’s control, the consequences of which could not be avoided by reasonable action. A
written request for applying the force majeure clause needs to be submitted to the PA within fifteen
(15) days from the date of occurrence of the circumstance. After consultation, the PA will decide
whether to accept or reject the application.
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19.0 Compliance with Community Policy
19.1 General Principles
It is the responsibility of the Beneficiary to ensure compliance with Community Policy, namely:
a. Public Procurement
b. Equal Opportunities
c. Sustainable development

19.2 Public Procurement
Beneficiaries should note that Grants awarded for actions under the Setting up of Operational Groups
Measure are public funds. In this regard, all Beneficiaries should ensure that any procurement
undertaken for cost items to be financed through the Setting up of operational groupss Measure
is carried out in line with the principles of sound financial management, good governance,
transparency, and equality together with the provisions of the Manual of Procedures issued by the
relevant authorities together with these Guidance Notes.

19.3 Equal Opportunities and Non-discrimination
Beneficiaries are required to take a pro-active approach to Equal Opportunities and must ensure that
at all stages of the implementation of the action/s consideration is given to Equal Opportunities.
Equal Opportunities and non-discrimination are not meant to just address gender discrimination
but have a wider scope and include race, ethnicity, religion or belief, disability, age and sexual
orientation.

19.4 Sustainable Development
Beneficiaries should include Sustainable Development in their action/s and must ensure that the
operation is structured in such a manner that concrete positive actions towards better sustainability
and mainstreaming feature throughout. It is important that environmental matters should also be
taken into consideration at all stages of the design, development and implementation of the action
and the action should be structured to avoid any related environmental damage.
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20.0 Data Policy
By submitting the application, the applicant is giving his/her consent to have personal and project
details published in line with the obligations in the relevant EU Regulations. Moreover, this
information will also be utilised for monitoring and evaluation purposes.

20.1 Data Protection
Whilst abiding to the provisions set in the Data Protection Act regarding the handling of personal data,
the Managing Authority and/or Paying Agency will retain the right to disclose, exchange or request
information about any applicant, application and agreement to or with other organisations or
consultants which the Managing Authority and/or Paying Agency consider appropriate for
administration, evaluation and monitoring purposes.

20.2 Transparency
Because projects implemented under Measure 4.4 involve expenditure of public money, there is
public interest in how the money is spent. In this respect the Managing Authority will ensure that the
principle of transparency is fully respected in the implementation of operations under Malta’s Rural
Development Programme 2014-2020.
Annually, and by no later than 30th May of each year, the Agriculture and Rural Payments Agency
(ARPA) is bound to publish a list of beneficiaries who received payment during the preceding financial
year (16th October to 15th October) in line with Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the European
Parliament and of the Council.

20.3 Monitoring and Evaluation
From time to time, the Managing Authority and/or the Paying Agency, as well as other National and/or
EU entities as may be identified by the Managing Authority, may conduct economic, environmental or
other evaluation of the measure which may involve the beneficiary in surveys/interviews of various
types. Managing Authority officials or consultants/evaluators engaged by the Managing Authority may
contact beneficiaries as necessary. In applying for support under this measure the beneficiary is
deemed automatically as agreeing to cooperate with or take part in such studies, which are important
for reviewing the effectiveness of the measure as well as evidencing implementation of projects.
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21.0 Contact Details
For more information regarding the Setting up of Operational Groups Measure, kindly contact the
Funds and Programmes Division.

Address:

Funds and Programmes Division,
Triq il-Kukkanja,
St. Venera SVR 1411

Telephone Number:

+356-2200 1108

E-mail:

rdd.meaim@gov.mt

Website:

www.eufunds.gov.mt
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